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HUNTERS  OPPOSE 
STATES  SETTING 
DUCK  SEASONS 


Sportsmen  of  Louisiana  liave 
gone  on  record  as  being  in  favor 
of  a  continuation  of  the  system 
whicli  has  been  in  elfect  for  years 
whereby  hunting  seasons  for  ducks 
and  other  migratory  waterfowl 
are  set  by  flyways  by  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  \ 

At  the  open  meeting  of  sports- 
men and  duck  hunters  held  in 
New  Orleans  May  12  which  was 
conducted  by  top  officials  of  the 
U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
it  was  intimated  by  these  officials 
that  they  were  considering  per- 
mitting the  individual  states  to 
set  their  own  shooting  dates  with- 
in a  certain  given  period.  They 
asked  for  the  reaction  of  sports- 
men to  this  proposal. 

After  considerable  discussion, 
a  majority  of  those  present  voiced 
disapproval  of  the  plan  to  permit 
the  various  states  to  set  dates  and 
make  regulations,  because  of  pos- 
sible confusion  that  would  occur 
if  the  various  states  set  different 
dates  and  times. 

The  Alabama  delegation  alone 
was  in  favor  of  the  states  setting 
their  own  duck  hunting  season. 
Louisiana  hunters  were  too  divided 
on  the  opening  date  and  agreed 
to  have  the  U.  S.  Service  again 
set  the  dates  as  in  the  past. 

Most  controversial  topic  con- 
cerned shooting  times.  Louisiana 
hunters  wanted  the  day's  shooting 
to  start  at  7:00  A.M.,  and  close 
at  12  noon.  Mississippi  nimrods 
favored  a  shooting  day  from 
one-half  hour  before  sunrise  to 
4  :00  P.  M.  Alabama  gunners  were 
strongly  behind  the  present  shoot- 
ing hours  of  one  half-hour  before 
sunrise  to  one-half  hour  befoi-e 
sunset. 

Dr.  Clarence  Cottam,  assistant 
director  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
(Continued  on  Page  3,  Column  1) 
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attended  the  open  meeting  on  migratory 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  which  was  he 
Representatives  were  in  attendance  from 
as  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  other  states. 
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Closed  Season  on  Shrimp  Beginning 
June  10  to  Be  Rigidly  Enforced 


Plans  for  rigid  enforcement  of 
the  closed  season  on  shrimp  in 
both  inside  and  outside  waters  of 
Louisiana,  (outside  waters  still 
meaning  waters  in  Louisiana) 
between  June  10  and  the  second 
Monday  in  August,  are  being 
made,  it  was  announced  by  Com- 
missioner Luther  S.  Montgomery 
of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department,  who  also  revealed  the 
fact  that  all  patrol  boats  of  the 
Department  are  being  recondi- 
tiond  and  marshalled  together  for 
patrol  work  in  all  sections  of  the 
State's  shrimp  producing  areas. 

The  effect  of  this  closed  season 
ban,  enacted  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature,  which  goes 
into  effect  for  the  first  time  this 
year,  is  to  place  a  virtual  embargo 
on  all  salt  water  shrimp  in  their 
fresh  state  coming  into  Louisiana 
between  June  10  and  the  second 
Monday  in  August  and  taken 
from    Louisiana    waters. 

Commissioner  Montgomery 
stated  that  during  the  closed  sea- 
son no  person  may  take,  or  have 
in  possession,  or  offer  for  sale  any 
salt  water  shrimp  taken  from  in- 
gi^le  or  outside  waters  of  the  state. 


This  does  not  apply  to  frozen 
shrimp  taken  outside  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  does  not  apply  to  frozen 
shrimp  taken  in  Louisiana,  but 
which  Avas  frozen  or  processed 
before  the  closed  season.  Salt 
water  shrimp  in  their  fresh  state, 
legally  taken  during  the  open  sea- 
son, may  be  had  in  possession  for 
five  days  after  the  end  of  the 
open  season  or  until  June  15. 
After  that  date  no  salt  water 
shrimp  in  their  fresh  state  taken 
in  Louisiana  waters  may  be  pos- 
sessed. 

"The  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature enacted  this  drastic  closed 
season  as  a  means  of  protecting 
and  conserving  the  huge  Louisiana 
shrimp  industry",  the  Commis- 
sioner pointed  out.  "The  shrimp 
interests  approved  this  law  and 
aided  in  securing  its  enactment. 
It  is  now  up  to  this  Department 
to  strictly  enforce  its  provisions 
and  we  intend  fully  to  do  this". 

The  Commissioner  further 
pointed  out  that  under  the  law, 
no  vessel,  except  those  tied  up  in 
port,  may  have  in  its  possession 
(Continued  on  Page  6,  Column  1) 


POLICE  JURIES 
llliSEOAGTEAR 
ON  DEER  SEASONS 


In  order  to  avoid  the  confusion 
nd  conflicts  as  to  dates  that  oc- 
urred  last  year  during  the  deer 
hunting  season  in  Louisiana,  police 
juries  are  being  urged  by  Commis- 
sioner L.  S.  Montgomery  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment to  act  early  this  year  in  set- 
ting seasons  for  hunting  of  deer 
in  their  parishes. 

Under  the  provisions  of  a  new 
law,  which  was  in  effect  last  year 
for  the  first  time,  police  juries 
have  the  right  to  set  their  own 
seasons  for  hunting  deer,  between 
November  1  and  January  10,  pro- 
vided the  season  does  not  exceed 
45  days.  There  was  considerable 
confusion  last  year  when  some 
police  juries  set  seasons  exceed- 
ing 45  days  and  had  to  pass  new 
ordinances  to  correct  this. 

Likewise,  under  the  provisions 
of  a  law  which  has  been  in  effect 
for  several  years,  police  juries  may 
close  the  season  entirely  on  deer 
provided  they  follow  certain  pro- 
cedure, which  is  as  follows:  A 
police  jury  deciding  to  declare  a 
closed  season  on  deer  (and  the 
procedure  is  the  same  for  any 
other  kind  of  game),  must  first 
advise  the  Commissioner  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  that  they  deem 
it  advisable  to  take  such  action. 
Upon  receipt  of  written  consent 
from  the  Commissioner,  the  police 
jury  may  then  proceed  to  adopt 
such  an  ordinance  to  close  the  open 
season  but  for  not  more  than  one 
year  at  a  time.  After  the  adoption 
of  such  ordinance,  it  must  be  pub- 
lished in  the  official  parish  journal, 
once  a  week  for  four  consecutive 
weeks.  Since  all  of  this  takes  time, 
police  juries  are  advised  not  to 
delay  too  long  in  taking  such 
action.  Parish  bodies  are  likewise 
(Continued  on  Page  6,  Column  2) 
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FORESTRY  HEAD 
RESIGNS 


Massey  H.  Anderson,  State  For- 
ester, and  director  of  the  Louisiana 
Forestry  Commission,  since  1942, 
has  resigned  in  order  to  accept 
employment  with  a  private  com- 
pany in  Arkansas,  it  has  been  an- 
nounced. The  resignation  tooli 
effect  May  27th.  Chairman  C.  V. 
Holbroolc  of  the  Forestry  Commis- 
sion, expressed  regret  on  Ander- 
son's resignation  and  stated  that 
rapid  strides  had  been  made  in  for- 
est administration  in  Louisiana 
during  Anderson's  five  year  period 
in    office. 

It  was  announced  that  James  E. 
Mixon,  Baton  Rouge,  Assistant 
State  Forester,  will  act  as  State 
Forester  until  a  permanent  ap- 
pointment is  made. 


The  largest  fisherman  among 
animals  is  the  monstrous  Alaskan 
brown  or  Kodiak  bear.  He  some- 
times reaches  a  weight  of  1,500 
pounds. 


ALL  IN  A  DAY'S  WORK 


MANY  $64  QUESTIONS  ANSWERED 


By  John   P.   Durham,  Jr., 

What  causes  "dancing  mice"  to 
dance? 

Does  a  deer  ever  shed  its 
antlers  ? 

Is  it  possible  to  cross-match  a 
skunk  with  a  beaver? 

These  questions,  and  thousands 
like  them  daily  come  to  the  office 
of  Dr.  James  Nelson  Gowanloch, 
chief  biologist  for  the  Department 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  New 
Orleans. 

Almost  any  work-day  you'll  find 
Miss  Lillian  Ordez,  secretary  to 
the  Chief  Biologist,  picking  up  the 
telephone  to  answer  a  myriad  of 
questions  from  school  children  and 
adults  alike.  And,  in  cases  where 
she  isn't  able  to  adequately  handle 
the  query,  she  refers  it  to  Chief 
Biologist  Gowanloch,  who  comes 
up  with  the  right  answer. 

Sometimes — in  isolated  in- 
stances— a  question  will  require  a 
bit  of  research,  and  the  petitioner 
is  called  back  and  given  the  proper 
answer. 

Some  of  the  queries  are  the 
"$64"  type,  for  instance,  this  one: 

What  causes  a  "teredo  navalis" 
to  attack  piling? 

Although  most  of  the  thousand- 
and-one  questions  come  from 
school  children,  adults  always  man- 
age to  get  in  their  share  of  brain 
teasers,  too. 

This  is  especially  true  in  cases 
where  prospective  shrimpers  and 
crabbers  are  worrying  about  some 
of  the  many  details  pertaining  to 
the  industry. 

They  want  to  know  the  history 
of  shrimp,  it's  habits,  feeding  and 
breeding.  They  ask  for  idenifying 
mai-ks,  or  traits,  in  naming  the 
various  species  of  marine  shrimp, 


and  often  ask  for  listings  of  those 
types. 

"Inexperienced  shrimp  fisher- 
men often  confuse  the  'white- 
grooved'  species  with  the  'common 
sea'  shrimp,"  said  Dr.  Gowanloch, 
"and  sometimes  it  takes  a  lot  of 
patience  to  convince  them  that 
there  is  a  difference." 

The  habits  of  goldfish,  alligators, 
mink,  armadillo,  raccoons,  king 
snakes  and  even  rabbits  all  come 
in  for  their  share  of  questions  and 
answers,  as  do  such  technical  data 
as  the  sex  life  of  an  oyster  and 
the  reasons  for  an  eagle  being 
bald. 

Although  by  far  the  majority  of 
questions  are  strictly  on  the  seri- 
ous side,  now  and  then  Dr.  Gowan- 
loch and  his  assistant  find  them- 
selves "chuckling"  over  a  query. 

Recently,  a  harried  Carnival 
club  officer  confronted  them  with 
this  problem : 

Bats  had  taken  up  residence  in 
the  club's  floats,  and  despite  all 
kinds  of  efforts  to  dislodge  them, 
they  remained  adamant — in  fact, 
immovable — and  the  club  faced 
the  dark  possibility  of  parading  be- 
fore New  Orleans'  thousands  of 
Mardi  Gras  visitors  with  the  tenaci- 
ous bats  hanging  on  for  a  free 
ride. 

After  trying  several  chemicals, 
sprayed  onto  the  rafters  and 
sides  of  each  float,  Dr.  Gowanloch 
threw  up  his  hands  in  dismay. 
Then,  he  happened  to  remember 
that  bats  prefer  the  tranquility, 
peace  and  quiet  of  a  tomb-like 
atmosphere,  and  thus  recom- 
mended the  use  of  noise-makers  as 
evictors. 

"When  the  tin  horns,  bells  and 
dishpans    failed,"    Dr.    Gowanloch 
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recalled,  "the  carnival  group 
brought  in  a  juke  box,  and  believe 
it  or  not,  they  ci'edited  Frank 
Sinatra  with  ridding  the  floats  of 
the   stubborn   squatters." 

No,  they  aren't  the  Quiz  Kids, 
but  they'll  answer  the  questions 
till   the    Quiz   Kids   come   along. 

OUTDOOR  WRITERS  OF 
AMERICA   HOLD   MEET 

The  Outdoor  Writers  of  America 
held  their  annual  convention  in 
St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  the  first 
week  in  June.  Conservation  offi- 
cials and  outdoor  writers  from  all 
parts  of  the  nation  were  in  attend- 
ance. 

Representing  the  Louisiana  Out- 
door Writers  Association  at  the 
meeting  were  Arthur  Van  Pelt, 
outdoor  writer  for  the  New  Or- 
leans Times  Picayune,  president  of 
the  organization;  Walter  Cran- 
field.  Baton  Rouge,  vice-president; 
Isaac  D.  Chapman,  New  Orleans, 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Land, 
Jr.,  New  Orleans. 
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Sportsmen  Oppose 
States  Setting- 
Seasons  on  Ducks 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Wildlife  Service,  the  principal 
speaker,  pointed  out  that  ducks 
tenaciously  follow  the  same  fly- 
ways  year  after  year  and  that 
drouth  in  the  Canadian  breeding 
areas  supplying  the  Mississippi 
flyway  and  overshooting  in  the 
same  flyway  was  responsible  for 
the  scarcity  of  ducks  in  Louisiana 
and  other  costal  states.  He  showed 
by  charts  that  the  Mississippi  fly- 
way claimed  only  25  percent  of 
the  duck  population  of  North 
America,  yet  42  percent  of  the 
hunting  pressure  and  37  percent 
of  the  kill  came  from  this  flyway. 

Dr.  Cottam  also  blamed  de- 
terioration of  the  costal  marshes 
as  a  big  factor  in  the  duck  decline 
in  this  area.  He  said  that  the  in- 
flux of  tidal  salt  water,  pollution 
from  oil  and  brine  due  to  oil  drill- 
ing operations  and  the  presense  of 
four  of  the  worse  pest  plants  had 
killed  off  most  of  the  duck  feed 
and  that  the  state's  marshes  can 
no  longer  sustain  the  ducks  for  a 
full  winter  season. 

W.  E.  Crouch,  chief  of  the 
game  management  division  and 
James  Silver,  Atlanta,  director  of 
the  Southeastern  Region  of  the 
Service,  accompanied  Dr.  Cottam 
to  Louisiana  for  the  meeting. 

It  was  hinted  by  the  federal 
lepresentatives  that  a  duck  sea- 
son of  no  more  than  30  days,  may- 
be   shorter,   was    in    prospect   for 


next  fall  and  winter.  Final  deci- 
sion on  the  length  of  the  shooting 
season  depended,  they  said,  on 
final  reports  from  the  breeding 
grounds  as  to  the  success  of  the 
1947  hatch. 

Dr.  Ernest  Angelo,  Bogalusa, 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Wild- 
life Federation,  presided  at  the 
meeting.  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery gave  the  address  of  wel- 
come. 

Prohibit  Oyster 
Dredging  on  State 
Reefs  for  3  Months 

The  dredging  of  oysters  from 
state-owned  natural  reefs  east  of 
the  Mississippi  River  in  Plaque- 
mine  and  St.  Bernard  parishes 
will  be  prohibited  during  the 
months  of  June  through  August, 
Luther  S.  Montgomery,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Wildlife  and  Fish- 
eries  department,   has   announced. 

Anyone  desiring  to  "tong"  oys- 
ters for  seed  purposes  only  in  the 
forbidden  area  during  the  time 
the  ban  is  in  effect  must  obtain 
a  special  permit  from  the  office 
of  James  N.  McConnell,  director 
of  the  oysters  and  waterbottoms 
division,   Montgomery  said. 

Thie  move  was  necessary,  the 
Commissioner  advised,  because  of 
adverse  conditions  existing  along 
the  areas  affected  in  the  order. 

After  a  short  running  start  a 
lion  can  leap  as  far  as  25  feet, 
but  he  can  hardly  jump  half  that 
far   without   the   preliminary    run. 


PLAN   NEW   STATE    PARK 
IN  HONOR  OF  AUDUBON 

Plans  for  the  establishment  in 
Louisiana  of  a  new  state  park  to 
commemorate  the  work  of  John 
James  Audubon,  famous  natural- 
ist, are  being  made  by  the  Loui- 
siana Parks  Commission,  following 
approval  by  the  state  board  of 
liquidation  of  an  appropriation  of 
$10,000  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Oakley  Plantation  house  in  West 
Feliciana  parish  and  as  much  sur- 
rounding land  as  may  be  con- 
sidered necesary  for  the  park.  The 
appropriation  is  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature. 

The  Daughters  of  the  American 


Revolution,  backers  of  the  pai'k 
project,  said  in  a  resolution,  that 
Audubon  painted  his  first  bird  pic- 
tures at  Oakley  Plantation,  com- 
pleting 26  at  the  plantation  and 
a  total  of  66  in  West  Feliciana 
parish. 

DATES  SET  FOR  ITEM 
TARPON  RODEO 

The  fourth  Tarpon  Rodeo  spon- 
sored by  the  New  Orleans  Item  at 
Southwest  Pass  will  be  held  this 
year  on  August  22,  23  and  24,  it 
has  been  announced  by  Ralph 
Nicholson,  publisher  of  the  Item. 
The  rodeo  was  not  held  during  the 
war  but  it  was  revived  last  year 
and  attracted  many  entries. 


SCENES  FROM  1947 
LOUISIANA  TRAPPERS'  BALL 


i--^ 


Photos  by  Barkemeyer 
The  1947  Louisiana  Trappers'  Ball  held  May  23rd  at  Deloambre  was 
attended  by  more  than  two  hundred  people  and  was  an  outstanding  suc- 
c--,'.  It  was  given  by  the  trappers  of  Iberia  and  Vermilion  parishes. 
In  th..  above  photograph,  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Commissioner  Luther 
S.  Montgomery  is  showing  placing  the  crown  on  the  king  of  the  ball, 
Ad.nm    Trahan    of    Vermilion    Parish. 


The  king  and  queen  present  to   Mrs.  Luther   Montgomei  _ 
Commissioner,  a  handsome  fur  coat  made  from  choice  pelts  of 
muskrats,   on    behalf   of   the   trappers   of    Iberia    and    Verm 
This  was  the  highlight  of  the  evening. 


King    Trahan    crowns 
LeBlanc  of  Iberfa  Parish. 


the    queen    of    the    trappers'    ball,    Miss    Irene 
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Frrst  phase  of  the  hyacinth  eradicatit 
planes  not  only  spread  the  herbicide  ovei 
hyacinth  infected  waters  from  planes  w< 
area  where  the  eradication  campaign  wa 
the    hyacinth    infested    waters.    The   picture 


prcgram  is 
a    larger   area 

done  quite 
officially    lau 


rplane 
n  less  time 
equently  du 
hed    last    mc 


abov 


shows   an    hyacinth 


g  operations  by  airplane. 
75  percent  of  the  parishes 
infested    by    the    hyacinth 


This  photo  show/s  the  effect  on  the  hyaci 
it  has  received  its  first  application.  The  cro 
turned  brown  and  begins  to  rot.  In  time  the 
but  remains  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  w 
This  latter  condition  is  visable  to  the  right  b 
applications,    and    more,    in    some    instances,    si 


nth    afte 


ssary   to    completely   free   a   stream    of  the    hyacinths 


1  of  the  hyacinth  has 
tire  plant  turns  urown 
;r  until  it  decomposes, 
kground.  At  least  two 
apart, 


LAUNCH  WATER  HYACINTI 

Louisiana,  which  by  a  strange  coincidence  became  the  first  State 
in  the  South  to  become  infected  by  the  water  hyacinth  menace,  has 
also  become  the  first  State  to  launch  the  first  real  all-out  large  scale 
attack  toward  its  elimination.  The  water  hyacinths  were  first  intro- 
duced in  1884  at  an  International  Cotton  Exposition  held  in  New 
Orleans  when  the  Japanese  Government  representatives  in  their 
building  on  the  Exposition  grounds  gave  away  as  souvenirs  water 
hyacinths  which  they  had  imported  from  Venezuela.  From  that  begin- 
ning the  water  hyacinths  has  spread  and  have  become  a  grave  pi'oblem 
in  the  South,  and  these  plants  have  established  themselves  in  inland 
waters  of  all  the  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coast  States  and  are  said  to 
be  invading  the  Tennessee  Valley,  Arkansas  and  parts  of  California. 
To  show  how  serious  the  water  hyacinth  has  become  a  recent  federal 
survey  estimated  that  this  weed,  together  with  the  alligator  grass 
seriously  interfere  with  utilization  of  resources  that  furnish  recrea- 
tion, food  and  means  of  livelihood  for  an  estimated  150,000  waterfowl 
hunters,  20,000  trappers,  150,000  sport  fishermen,  225,000  cane  pole 


Second    step    in    the    hyacinth    attack    is    the    u 
diluted    solution.     The    use    of    power   sprays    provides 
where    airplane    dusting     is    not    practical,    power 
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tperiments  conducted  by  the  Department  proved  that  the  use  of 
3i  the  2-4- D  chemical  in  dust  form  was  more  potent.  Dusting  of 
e  experimental  stages  of  the  program.  In  the  Northeast  Louisiana 
proximately  10,000  pounds  of  2-4- D  in  dust  form  was  spread  over 
stream   being   dusted. 


ERADICATION  PROGRAM 

shermen,  and  7,500  commercial  fishermen  in  the  Southern  States, 
he  wildlife  crop  these  weeds  destroy  each  year  in  Louisiana  is 
!timated   in   excess   of   $15,000,000. 

Handicapped  by  lack  of  funds,  materials  and  labor,  the  Depart- 
ent  of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  in  recent  years,  has  exerted  every 
fort  to  control  the  hyacinth  through  means  of  mechanical  machines, 
ast  year  at  the  urgent  request  of  the  Department,  the  Legislature 
ade  available  for  the  first  time,  a  special  appropriation  of  $200,000 
ir  the  1047-48  biennium  to  combat  this  menace.  For  the  past  seven 
onths,  the  Department  has  been  conducting  a  series  of  exhaustive, 
cperiments  with  various  types  of  herbicides  and  have  undertaken 
ide  research  in  cooperation  with  national  authorities  and  federal 
[ficials  to  determine  the  most  effective  hyacinth  killer.  Experiments 
jncerning  methods  of  application  of  this  chemical  through  airplane 
Listing  and  powder  spraying  were  also  conducted.  The  extensive 
cperiments  completed,  the  Department  last  month  launched  the  first 
:rg-e  scale  hyacinth  elimination  program  ever  attempted  in  the  inland 
aters  of  Louisiana.    The  pictures  on  these  pages  tell  the  story. 
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Rigid  Enforcement 
Of  Closed  Shrimp 
Season  Planned 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
on  board  any  trawl  more  than  16 
feet  in  leng'th,  and  vessels  having 
such  trawls  in  possession  will  be 
considered  in  violation  of  the  law. 
During  the  closed  season  how- 
ever, vessels  will  be  permitted  to 
have  on  board,  trawls  less  than 
16  feet  in  length  to  be  used  for 
the  taking  of  shrimp  for  bait  pur- 
poses only,  and  the  maximum 
amount  of  shrimp  for  bait  per- 
mitted is  105  pounds  or  a  half  a 
barrel. 

The  new  law  also  provides  one 
other  closed  season  during  the 
year,  but  this  applies  only  to 
shrimp  taken  in  the  inside  waters, 
defined  as  waters  less  than  18  feet 
in  depth.  This  closed  season  for 
inside  waters  only  was  between 
December  15  and  March  15.  The 
ban  going  into  effect  June  10  is 
for  shrimp  taken  in  any  waters  in 
Louisiana  territory. 

Enforcement  officials  are  mak- 
ing plans  for  a  double  check  on 
possible  shrimp  violations  during 
the  closed  season,  the  Commis- 
sioner stated.  While  agents  in 
patrol  boats  will  be  on  24-hour 
duty  all  over  the  costal  area,  other 
agents  will  check  canning  plants, 
wholesale  and  retail  outlets.  The 
Depaitment's  three  airplanes  will 
also  be  used  in  patrol  work. 

Fine  and  imprisonment  are  pro- 
vided as  penalties  for  violations 
of  this  closed  season  and  in  addi- 
tion vessels,  vehicles,  tackle  equip- 
ment or  other  form  of  transport 
used  in  illegally  taking  shrimp 
may  be  seized  and  taken  into 
possession. 


ARREST  REPORTS   TO 
APPEAR  NEXT  ISSUE 

Due  to  an  inadvertency,  ar- 
rest reports  of  wildlife  enforce- 
ment agents  for  the  month  of 
May  were  omitted  from  this 
issue.  In  our  July  issue,  the 
arrest  reports  for  both  May  and 
June  will  be  published. 


OPPOSES   JAP   OYSTER 
BEDS   IN  GULF  WATERS 

Opposition  to  current  attempts 
to  produce  Japanese  oysters  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  was  voiced  by  Dr. 
James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief  biolo- 
gist of  the  Wild  Like  and  Fisheries 
Depaitment,  at  a  national  conven- 
tion of  oyster  and  shell  fish  inter- 
ests held  at  Ashbury  Park,  N.  J., 
the   first   week   in   June. 

Dr.  Gowanloch,  in  his  address, 
stated  that  svirveys  made  in  Loui- 
siana waters  several  years  ago  on 
the  cultivation  of  Japanese  oysters 
in  the  Gulf  waters  were  unfavor- 
able. 

He  is  the  head  of  a  group  of 
biologists  selected  by  the  National 
Shellfisheries  Association  to  con- 
duct a  study  of  the  Japanese  oys- 
ter, and  is  also  secretary  of  this 
national  organization. 

James  N.  McConnell,  director  of 
the  Division  of  Oysters  and  Water- 


Police  Juries  Are 
Urged  to  Act  Early 
On  Deer  Seasons 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 
reminded  of  the  fact  that  seasons 
cannot,  under  the  law,  be  closed 
for  more  than  one  year  at  a  time. 
Last  year,  several  police  juries 
passed  ordinances  closing  the  deer 
season  for  two  or  three  years  and 
they  had  to  be  informed  that  their 
ordinances  were  not  legal  because 
of  that  fact. 

Another  reason  why  it  is  desir- 
able that  police  juries  act  early  on 
fixing  their  deer  seasons  is  to  pro- 
vide the  enforcement  division  of 
this  Department  with  the  informa- 
tion to  make  plans  for  enforcing 
the  law  in  the  various  parishes. 
Last  season,  in  some  instances,  the 
Department  did  not  have  the  in- 
formation itself  as  to  legal  shoot- 
ing dates  for  deer  in  some  parishes, 
because  the  police  juries  were  late 
in  setting  the  dates  and  in  some 
cases  they  changed  the  dates  after 
they  had  first  been  set. 

So,  in  order  to  avoid  a  repetition 
of  all  of  this  confusion,  the  De- 
paitment is  urging  police  juries  to 
act  on  deer  seasons  early  this  year. 

CONFISCATE  BULLFROGS 
DURING  CLOSED  SEASON 

Thousands  of  pounds  of  bull- 
frogs Wire  confiscated  by  enforce- 
ment agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  during  the 
two  month  closed  season  which 
ended  May  31st.  The  frogs  were 
taken  over  to  state  hospitals,  or- 
phanages and  charitable  institu- 
tions. During  the  closed  season, 
April  and  May,  it  was  illegal  not 
only  to  take  and  sell,  but  also  to 
possess  frogs. 
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bottoms  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries, also  represented  Louisiana 
at  the  convention,  and  delivered  a 
paper  on  the  "Formation  of  the 
Gulf  States  Marine  Fisheries  Com- 
mission. Dr.  Gowanloch  also  de- 
livered a  paper  on  Oyster  Problems 
of  Louisiana.  Dr.  H.  Malcolm 
Owen,  a  new  biologist,  who  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Department  on 
June  1st,  also  appeared  on  the  pro- 
gram and  delivered  a  paper  on 
"Observation  of  Oyster  Drills". 


There  is  still  so  much  misunderstanding  and  confusion  among 
sportsmen  and  hunters  and  fisherman  about  the  relationship  between 
the  Department  of  Conservation  and  the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries,  that  we  think  it  advisable  every  once  in  a  while  to  repeat 
the  real  facts. 

Up  until  December,  1944,  there  was  only  one  state  department 
in  charge  of  all  game  and  natural  resources  of  Louisiana.  This  was 
the  Department  of  Conservation.  In  November,  1944,  the  people  of 
Louisiana  amended  the  State  constitution  to  split  up  the  Department 
of  Conservation  into  three  separate  and  independent  departments. 

The  Department  of  Conservation  retained  its  same  name,  but  its 
activities  was  restricted  to  those  pertaining  to  oil  and  mineral 
resources.  Taken  away  was  its  authority  to  supervise  the  fish  and 
game  and  forestry  resources.  The  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fi,-heries  was  ci'eated  to  supervise  fish  and  game  and  the  Louisiana 
Forestry   Commission  was  created   to   supervise   forestry. 

Therefore,  Louisiana  has  now  and  has  had,  since  December,  1944, 
three  separate  state  departments  in  charge  of  game  and  natural 
resources.  The  Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  is  a  separate 
state  agency  and  is  not  a  division  or  section  of  the  Conservation 
Department.  That  is  where  most  people  are  confused  in  thinking 
that  the  agency  in  charge  of  fish  and  game  is  a  part  of  the  Conserva- 
tion Department. 

This  agency,  which  is  the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries, 
is  separate  and  distinct.  It  has  its  own  Commissioner,  the  same  as 
the  Department  of  Conservation  has  its  own  Commissioner.  There  is 
no  overlapping  of  authority  or  duties.  People  interested  in  matters 
pertaining  to  oil,  gas,  sulphur  or  other  minerals  should  address  their 
inquiries  to  the  Department  of  Conservation,  which  has  its  main 
offices  in  the  state  capitol  building  in  Baton  Rouge.  Persons  having 
business  or  seeking  information  pertaining  to  fish,  game,  all  types 
of  aquatic  life,  shrimp,  oysters,  fur  bearing  animals  or  other  types 
of  wildlife,  should  address  their  inquiries  to  the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries,  which  has  its  headquarters  in  New  Orleans  in  the 
Civil  Courts  Bldg.  Persons  interested  in  forestry  or  related  subjects 
should  address  their  inquiries  to  the  Louisiana  Forestry  Commission, 
located  in  the  old  State  Capitol  building  in  Baton  Rouge. 

It  is  not  so  important  to  get  names  of  Departments  correct,  but 
it  is  important  in  this  respect  that  considerable  time  can  be  saved  in 
obtaining  information.  Obviously  inquiries  received  by  the  Department 
of  Conservation  for  information  on  fish  or  game  cannot  be  answered 
by  that  Department  because  they  are  not  acquainted  with  all  the 
facts,  and  they  have  to  be  forwarded  and  referred  to  the  proper 
Department,  which  is  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries,  which  causes  delay 
and  in  some  instances,  as  has  already  happened,  the  requested 
information  is  received  too  late  to  serve  its  purpose.  The  same,  of 
course,  also  holds  true  for  inquiries  received  by  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  asking  information  pertaining  to  oil,  gas  or 
minerals,  which  has  to  be  referred  to  the  Conservation  Department. 
However,  there  are  not  many  instances  of  this  because  of  the  fact 
that  most  people  interested  in  oil  and  gas  matters  know  that  the 
Department  of  Conservation  is  the  agency  they  have  to  contact, 
whereas  a  large  number  of  people  interested  in  hunting  and  fishing 
do  not  know  the  name  and  location  of  the  state  agency  they  should 
contact  to  get  information  on  matters  pertaining  to  fish  and  wildlife. 
We  repeat  again  the  name  of  this  state  agency  is  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  and  its  offices  are  in  New  Orleans  in  the 
Civil  Courts  Bldg. 
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News  of  Meetings 
Louisiana  Wildlife 


and  Activities  of 
Federation  Clubs 


RED   RIVER  PARISH 
SPORTSMEN   SELECT 
OBJECTIVES    FOR   YEAR 

Directors  of  the  Red  River  Par- 
ish Sportsmen's  association  met  re- 
cently at  Coushatta  and  adopted 
a  group  of  objectives  for  the 
organization.  These  include  the 
following: 

To  cooperate  with  the  parish, 
state  and  federal  game  authori- 
ties, and  abide  by  all  game  laws; 
cooperate  closely  with  the  land 
owners  for  the  protection  of  wild- 
life; make  recommendations  for 
laws  for  the  betterment  of  wild- 
life; definite  plans  for  dealing 
correctly  with  predatory  birds 
and  outlaw  animals;  inaugurate 
an  informational  program  for  the 
promotion  and  protection  of  wild- 
life; utilize  all  legitimate  means 
to  induce  migratory  game  to  be 
attracted  to  that  locality,  and  to 
stock  farm  ponds  and  small  lakes 
with  the  right  kind  of  fish. 

A  membership  drive  to  obtain 
new  members  for  the  organ-ization 
is  now  under  way. 

JACKSON  PARISH  SPORTSMEN 
REORGANIZE  CLUB 

The  Jackson  Parish  Sports- 
men's Club,  inactive  for  the  past 
several  years,  was  reorganized  at 
a  meeting  held  May  8th  at  the 
High  School  in  Jonesboro.  Princi- 
pal speaker  at  the  meeting  was 
Isaac  D.  Chapman,  director  of 
Education  and  Publicity  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment. 

A.  N.  West  of  Hodge  was 
elected  temporary  chairman  of 
the  club  until  the  next  meeting 
when  permanent  officers  for  the 
year  will  be  elected.  It  was  de- 
cided to  put  on  a  membership 
drive,  and  to  strive  to  obtain 
members  from  all  parts  of  the 
parish. 

At  the  second  meeting  of  the 
club  held  May  19th,  the  organiza- 
tion was  completed  with  an  elec- 
tion of  officers.  Officers  named 
were  R.  G.  Pipes,  President;  R.  N. 
Hearne,  Vice-President;  A.  N. 
West,  Secretary,  and  J.  D.  Koonce, 
Treasurer.  Directors  named  were 
Clyde  Blalock,  R.  H.  Haley,  Her- 
man McConally,  H.  G.  Koonce  and 
Gordon  Powell.  R.  H.  Raley  and 
Sam  Lucky  were  named  members 
of  a  publicity  committee,  and  it 
was  decided  that  the  club  would 
hold  regular  monthly  meetings  on 
the  fourth  Monday  night  of  each 
month. 


DONALDSONVILLE 
SPORTSMEN  HOLD 
SUPPER   MEETING 

The  Donaldsonville  Sportsmen's 
club  held  a  gumbo  supper  meeting 
the  latter  part  of  April,  and  heard 
reports  of  the  recent  Louisiana 
Wildlife  Federation  convention 
from  J.  J.  Besson,  president  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  Sportsmen's  club, 
who  was  the  guest  speaker.  Others 
from  the  Baton  Rouge  club  who 
were  guests  were  P.  V.  Goudeau, 
vice-president,  and  0.  M.  Pour- 
ceau,  director  of  that  club. 

KNIGHT  NAMED  HEAD  OF 
ALLEN  PARISH  SPORTSMEN 

S.  C.  Knight  of  Elizabeth  was 
elected  president  of  the  Allen  Par- 
ish Sportsmen  Club  and  Phil  Mc- 
Donald, Oakdale,  was  named  secre- 
tary-treasurer, at  the  annual  out- 
ing held  at  the  old  Fair  Grounds  in 
Oakdale  April  18.  It  was  decided 
that  the  two  officers  select  a 
board  of  seven  directors  to  serve 
with   them   for  the   ensuing   year. 

Around  175  sportsmen  of  the 
parish  attended  the  barbecue.  A 
report  of  the  State  Wildlife  Fed- 
eration convention  held  in  Alex- 
andria was  given  by  C.  W. 
Berry,  Jr. 

MADISON  PARISH  GROUP 
ELECTS    NEW   OFFICERS 

The  Madison  Parish  Sports- 
men's Club  elected  new  directors 
and  officers  at  a  recent  meeting 
held  in  Tallulah.  Directors  named 
were  W.  F.  Powell,  W.  M.  Scott, 
■Jr.,  Stein  Antley,  C.  E.  Hester, 
I.  W.  Osboi-ne,  Judge  Frank 
Voelker,  Cliff  Adams,  J.  W.  Love 
and   M.   B.   Christian. 

Officers  elected  were  W.  F. 
Powell,  President,  and  Stein 
Antley,  secretary-treasurer.  The 
President  was  authorized  to  ap- 
point one  vice-president  from  each 
ward   in   Madison   Parish. 

OUACHITA  SPORTSMEN'S 
LEAGUE    HOLDS    BARBECUE 

The  Ouachita  Parish  Sports- 
men's League  held  a  barbecue  and 
meeting  Thursday  night.  May  29th, 
in  Monroe,  which  was  attended 
by  a  large  number  of  sportsmen. 

Malcolm  Lafargue,  Shreveport, 
U.  S.  District  Attorney  for  the 
Western  District  of  Louisiana  was 
the  principal  speaker.  Commis- 
sioner L.  S.  Montgomery  and  Ma- 
jor James  Brown  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Dept.,  also  spoke. 


RICHLAND    SPORTSMEN    SEEK 
GAME   RESTORATION 

A  parish-wide  organization  of 
the  Richland  Parish  Sportsmen's 
Association  was  completed  at  a 
mass  meeting  of  sportsmen  held 
in  Rayville  at  the  courthouse 
the  first  part  of  May.  Principal 
speaker  was  Major  James  Brown, 
director  of  the  Fish  and  Game 
Division  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries   Department. 

There  was  an  interested  and 
representative  gathering  of  sev- 
eral hundred  citizens  in  attend- 
ance. Major  Brown  explained  what 
would  be  necessary  for  local 
people  to  do  in  order  to  obtain 
restoration  of  wildlife.  He  stressed 
the  fact  that  local  assurance  of 
enforcement  of  game  laws  is  vital 
in  any  game  restoration  program. 

Other  talks  were  made  by  J.  D. 
Caldwell,  president  of  the  Cald- 
well Parish  Fish  and  Game  Asso- 
ciation and  George  L.  Ware,  city 
attorney  of  Columbia.  The  meet- 
ing was  presided  over  by  Carl  W. 
Earle,  president  of  the  Richland 
Parish   Police   Jury. 

Following  these  talks,  the  Rich- 
land Wild  Life  Protective  Asso- 
ciation was  formally  organized, 
with  W.  W.  Kelly,  Rayville,  elected 
president.  W.  R.  Coenen,  Rayville, 
was   named   secretary-treasurer. 

The  following  were  named  as 
vice-presidents  from  their  respec- 
tive wards:  Louis  Ballard,  ward 
1;  D.  E.  McKnight,  ward  2;  J.  A. 
Hill,  ward  3;  T.  G.  McKay,  ward 
4 ;  R.  B.  Boughton,  ward  5 ; 
Emmett  Moore,  ward  6 ;  J.  U. 
Douciere,  ward   7. 


Seven 

CROWLEY    SPORTSMEN'S 
CLUB  ELECTS  OFFICERS 

Officers  and  directors  for  the 
Crowley  Sportsmen's  Club  were 
elected  at  a  meeting  held  Tuesday, 
April  1st.  W.  J.  Cleveland  was 
elected  president,  W.  M.  Robbins 
was  named  first  vice-president.  Dr. 
F.  C.  Winn,  second  vice-president, 
Abbie  Baronet,  third  vice-presi- 
dent, and  E.  D.  Peckham,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

The  following  were  elected  to 
the  board  of  directors: 

Roy  Holder,  W.  J.  Cleveland,  Sig 
Robbins,  W.  M.  Robbins,  Lee  Reed, 
D.  D.  Andrus,  Jack  Smith,  Joe 
Dubus,  R.  C.  Mounton,  Joe  Dore, 
Jr.,  E.  D.  Peckham,  Red  Mitchell, 
Guy  P.  Lucas,  B.  B.  Buatt,  Dr. 
A.  R.  Morgan,  Teddy  Robbins,  Dr. 
F.  C.  Winn  and  Abbie  Baronet. 


DATES   SET   FOR  ANNUAL 
BLESSING   OF   FLEET 

This  year's  ceremony  of  the 
Blessing  of  the  Fleet  at  Morgan 
City,  which  in  past  year's,  has  at- 
tracted nation-wide  attention,  will 
be  the  most  ambitious  ever  at- 
tempted. The  celebration  this  year 
will  last  two  days  instead  of  the 
usual  one,  with  manufacturers  and 
manufacturers'  representatives  of 
marine  equipment  exhibiting  their 
products  to  the  public  on  Satur- 
day, August  30,  and  Sunday,  Aug- 
ust 31,  and  with  the  annual  Bless- 
ing ceremony  and  other  events  on 
Sunday. 

In  past  years  this  event  has  at- 
tracted nation-wide  attention  and 
has  been  well  attended. 
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1  Kentucky  with  Chant  of  Sundip;  J.  C.  McNees, 
Covington's  Billie;  the  third  man  is  unidentified, 
nwood  Lad:  M.  L.  Bowman,  Baton  Roune,  with 
icky:  Dale  Sutton,  Kentucky  with  Dickburn  Dis- 
jre  two  of  the  Judges,  Bob  Bass  from  Ohio  and  Ernest 
Albany,    Miss.  There  were  228  entries  from    all    parts   of 


LOUISIANA  GAME,  FUR  AND   FISH 


Dynamite  Charges 
On  Water  Bottoms 
.Ordered  Stopped 

All  oil  companies  engaged  in 
seismograph  operations  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  Mississippi  Sound, 
Chandeleur  Sound  and  Lake 
Borgne  have  been  advised  by  the 
Depai'tment  of  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries that  effective  immediately 
they  must  discontinue  the  detona- 
tion of  explosive  charges  placed 
on  the  bottom  of  these  waters,  and 
that  henceforth  they  are  to  use 
suspended  charges,  it  was  an- 
nounced recently  by  Commissioner 
L.  S.  Montgomery. 

The  Commissioner's  action  was 
tr.l;en  following  complaints  from 
shrimp  fishermen  that  this  prac- 
tice of  discharging  dynamite  on 
bottom  of  waters,  has  left  large 
ciaters  which  has  resulted  in  locses 
to  shrimp  trawls  as  they  were 
being'  dragged  along  in  shrimping 
operations. 

Henceforth,  all  new  seismo- 
graph permits  to  be  issued  by  the 
Department,  the  Commissioner 
stated,  will  stipulate  that  only 
suspended  charges,  w  h  i  c  h  arc 
detonated  a  few  feet  belovvf  the 
water  surface,  must  be  used,  and 
oil  companies  presently  holding 
such  permits  have  been  advised 
that  they  must  use  suspended 
dynamite  shots  in  order  to  a  oi:! 
the  possibility  of  creating  craters 
on  the  water  bottoms. 


TWO-HEADED  TURTLE 


Propose  Increase 
In  Cost  of  Duck 
Stamp  From  $1  to  $2 

More  funds  for  waterfowl 
restoration  and  management  will 
be  provided  if  a  bill  before  Con- 
gress passes.  Thousands  of  conser- 
vationists -  throughout  the  nation 
are  insisiting  that  the  Duck  Stamp 
fee  be  raised  to  finance  urgently 
needed  work,  and  Congressman 
Kersten  of  Winsconsin  has  pro- 
posed an  increase  from  $1.00  to 
$2.00  in  H.  R.  2617,  recently  pre- 
sented. 

Migratory  Bird  Hunting  Stamps 
are  required  of  all  persons  over 
16  years  of  age  who  take  water- 
fow-I,  it  was  pointed  out,  and  the 
stamp  receipts  go  for  the  acquisi- 
tion, development  and  mainte- 
nance of  migratory-bird  refuges, 
sanctuaries  and  breeding  grounds. 

The  bill  in  the  House  proposes 
to  open  to  wildlife  management, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  not  to  exceed 
2.5  per  cent  of  any  waterfowl  ref- 
uge or  sanctuary,  and  provides 
that     no     new     refuge     shall     be 


open  to  hunting  until  it  has  been 
fully  developed  as  such.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture March  18,  and  with  the 
current  interest  in  waterfowl,  this 
proposal  to  raise  more  money  for 
ducks  will  receive  widespread  sup- 
port. 

The  young  elk  is  called  a  calf; 
the  young  deer  a  fawn  and  the 
young  antelope  a  kid. 


LOUISIANA 

EDITORS 


An   unusual   variety  of  turtle — one  with  two  heads,   pictured   above, 
possessed  by  Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief  biologist  of  the  Wild   Life  an 
Fisheries    Department.    Out    of    millions    of   turtles    which    are    caught    ar 
examined    along    the    Louisiana   coast   annually,   only    10    have    been    four 
which   had  two   heads.    He   has  named  this  turtle  "Joe  Stalin". 


GAR  FISH  RODEO 
UNDER  WAY  AT 
NORTH  SHORE 

Merchants  of  Slidell  and  North 
Shore  are  sponsoring  a  two  month 
gar  fish  rodeo  which  got  under 
way  June  1st  and  will  end  Aug- 
ust 31st.  A  star  studded  list  of 
prizes,  headed  by  a  fine  outboard 
motor,  will  be  presented  to  fisher- 
men landing  the  largest  gars  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  rodeo.    There 


SHRIMPING  AND  THE  LAW 

(From  the  New  Orleans 

Times-Picayune) 

Demands  upon  the  wild  life  and 
fisheries  department  to  void  by 
non-enforcement  or  some  other  de- 
vice the  new  closed  season  on  out- 
side and  inside  shrimping  were 
to  be  expected.  Every  change  in 
the  game  and  fish  conservation 
laws — and  especially  any  new  re- 
striction on  commercial  fishing — 
draws  protests  from  some  of  the 
people   directly  affected. 

It  is  hard  to  see  how  the  objec- 
tions to  the  outside-inside  closed 
season  on  shrimp  can  affect  the 
situation.  The  overall  ban  (except 
outside  the  27-mile  limit)  extend- 
ing from  June  10  to  the  second 
Monday  in  August  is  imposed  by 
state  law,  and  the  fisheries  division 
is  duty-bound  to  enfore  it. 

Inclusion  of  the  ban  on  the  out- 
side shi  imping  during  the  usual 
closed  season  for  inside  trawling 
was  adopted  after  thorough  con- 
sideration by  the  1946  Legislature. 
The  experts  made  it  clear  that  the 
increasing  efficiency  of  the  ti'awl- 
ing  fleets  had  become  a  hazard  to 
the  shrimping  industry  which 
could  be  met  only  by  a  closed 
season  which  would  give  the 
shrimp  a  chance  to  spawn  and  de- 
velop in  the  coastal  waters.  Fore- 
sighted  units  of  the  shrimping- 
industry  endorsed  the  legislation. 

What  is  called  for  now  is  strict 
observance  of  the  law  rather  than 
objection  to  its  provisions.  In  its 
size  and  profits,  Louisiana's 
shrimp  industry  far  surpasses  that 
of  any  other  state.  It  should  be 
kept  on  a  sound  footing,  but  it 
will  not  be  unless  we  observe  wise 
conservation  practices.  The  dis- 
position of  many  fishermen  to  dis- 
regard the  closed  season  for  inside 
waters  last  winter  produced  a 
record  number  of  arrests  and  law 
suits.  Another  expei-ience  of  that 
sort  almost  certainly  would  result 
in  a  demand  for  more  drastic 
penalties  at  the  next  legislative 
session. 


will  be  monthly  prizes  as  well  as 
a  grand  prize.  There  is  no  entry 
fee  and  professional  fishermen  are 
not  eligible  to  participate. 


